On June 10, 2019, the North Carolina Division of Public Health was notified by the Buncombe County Health Department of three cases of Lyme disease among children aged 6-8 years. Lyme disease is a bacterial infection transmitted by the bite of an Ixodes scapularis tick that is infected most commonly with the bacterium Borrelia burgdorferi. An investigation conducted by Buncombe County communicable disease nurses determined that all three children were homeschooled and had attended a local, year-round, outdoor wilderness day camp. Each child had attended the camp at least 1 day a week over the course of the previous fall and spring. The camp site for the wilderness program is completely outdoors, with a canopy of hardwood forest providing much of the shelter. Further investigation identified an earlier camp participant who had received a diagnosis of Lyme disease in 2017 (Table) .
North Carolina has historically had a low incidence of reported Lyme disease cases (1) but remains the southernmost border of the leading edge of Lyme disease in the United States (2) . In North Carolina in 2017, 0.69 confirmed cases of Lyme disease per 100,000 residents were reported, a rate significantly lower than the 2017 national average of 9.1 confirmed cases per 100,000 residents (3).
On June 13, a North Carolina interagency assessment team traveled to the wilderness day camp to conduct entomologic surveillance for Ixodes ticks. Participants covered a total of 0.27 acres (1,077 m 2 ) of land while "flagging and dragging."* A total of 39 nymphal ticks were collected. Ticks were preserved in 95% ethanol and sent to CDC's Division of Vector-Borne Diseases in Fort Collins, Colorado, for pathogen testing. Of the 39 ticks collected, 37 (95%) were confirmed as Ixodes scapularis * To sample the environment for ticks trying to locate a host, light-colored cloths with a wooden leading frame are dragged through grass or a leafy forest floor (dragging), and light colored cloths are used to brush uneven surfaces such as small bushes in wooded areas (flagging). (4) . To prevent exposure to Borrelia and other tickborne diseases, North Carolina Division of Public Health encourages everyone to wear personal protective clothing, to use EPA-approved repellents such as diethyltoluamide (DEET), and to conduct full-body examinations for ticks following outdoor activities in possible tick habitats. Prevention is the best defense against Lyme disease. Close collaboration between the North Carolina Division of Public Health and county health departments, along with clinician awareness, are essential for rapid identification of vector-borne disease expansion and appropriate treatment.
